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How to Hold a Great Storytime   

Reading to children provides a foundation for language development, literacy and possibly a lifelong 

love of books. Most child development experts recommend a minimum of 15 to 20 minutes per day. 

The average read-aloud time for The Chocolate Story, The Lemonade Story and The Pillow Story falls 

within this range.  Use of the Discussion Questions provided at the end of each fable adds 10 to 20 

minutes, depending on your needs. 

        Reading to children is very important. . .and reading the fables interactively with them is even 

better. Interactive reading engages children in the process, aids their linguistic development and 

creates a deeper understanding of the lessons. Interactive reading can be as simple as pointing to the 

pictures and talking briefly about them before moving on. You can also ask a simple question about 

the content in the illustrations. For instance, during The Lemonade Story you might ask ÒHow much 

money do you think the glass money jar would hold?Ó  

        Reading with emotion is also important as it adds to the enjoyment of the child's reading 

experience, as well as your own! You can add excitement, worry or joy to correspond with whatÕs 

happening in the story. You may also use facial expressions and different voices for the characters. 

 
Get Children (and Adults) Involved with Reader’s Theater 

Studies show children learn best when learning is enjoyable. Some of the most engaging and 

memorable Storytimes weÕve experienced are the result of moving beyond a single reader and 

holding a "reader's theater" version. 

        In reader's theater, children and adults read the character parts and a narrator reads the balance  

of the story.  For instance, in The Lemonade Story a boy reads the part of Nicholas, a girl reads the 

part of Emily, and adults read the parts of The Lemonade Man, Mrs. Tightpurse and Mr. Hotcar.   

It is most enjoyable if a prominent adult fi gure (such a school Principal) reads the part of  

the Lemonade Man. 

        (more on pg. 2) 

         



Children also enjoy when ÒpropsÓ from the story are used to make the reading more ÒrealÓ.  

In The Lemonade Story, the Lemonade Man can wear a lemon yellow kerchief or bandana. A pitcher 

of lemonade may be provided and Nick can stir the lemonade during the reading. A jar of coins can 

be on hand and Emily (or another child) can shake the jar to make the sound noted in the story.   

        After the story is read, lemonade can be served. . .and adults can provide a bowl of lemon 

wedges so the children may taste them (and make a funny yellow smile like Nick in the story).  

They can also dip their lemon into a bowl of sugar and taste it before and after. . .experiencing the 

difference (which ties into the storyline re: how important it is to be nice, rather than sour). 

         For the ÒreaderÕs theaterÓ version of The Chocolate Story, a boy reads the part of Nicholas, a 

girl reads the part of Emily, and an adult reads the part of the Chocolate Man. It is most enjoyable if a 

prominent adult (with a deep voice) reads the part of the Chocolate Man. A wooden spoon and small 

board makes a great sound for a small child when the door knocker goes ÒThunk, thunk, thunk!Ó.  

And, after the story, two plates of chocolate kisses may be provided (one dark chocolate, one 

light/milk chocolate) so children may make a choice between light and dark (which ties into the 

storyline re: how important it is to make good choices). 

         For the ÒreaderÕs theaterÓ version of The Pillow Story, boys read the parts of Greyson and 

Woody, and a girl reads the part of Bluebelle. The geese can flap their wings, just like in the story.  

An adult can play the part of the homeless man, and the geese can place a pillow under his head (and 

huddle up next to him). An old bicycle horn makes a great ÒhonkerÓ for a small child when itÕs time 

to ÒHonk, honk, honk!Ó.  

 

Free Activities Online  

Downloadable coloring pages and bookmark templates are available on www.chocolatestory.net for  

The Chocolate Story, The Lemonade Story and The Pillow Story. Coloring pages and bookmark-

making are great activities after the story is read or while the Discussion Questions are pondered by 

the group. A coloring contest can also be held after the reading, with prizes that tie into the storylines 

(including books signed by the author).  


