Little Fables Collection

For more information visit

www.chocolatestory.net

Readng to childrenprovidesafoundation for language development, literacy and possibly alifelong
love of books. Most child developmert experts recanmend a minimum of 15 to 20 minutesper day.
The average read-aloud timefor The Chocolate Story, The Lemonade Story and The Pillow Story falls
within thisrange. Use of the Discussion Quedions providedatthe end of eachfabe adds 10 to 20
minutes depending on your needs.

Readng to childrenis veryimportart. . .and readng the fablesinteractvely with them is even
better. Interactive read ng engageschildrenin the process, aids their linguistic developmert ard
creaesadeeper underganding of the lessons. Interactive readng canbe assimple aspointing to the
picturesand talking briefly about them before moving on. You canalso ask a simple quegion about
the contert in theillustrations. For instance, during The Lemonade Story you might ak GHow much
money do you think the glass money jar would hold?0

Readng with emation is also importart asit adds to the enjoyment of the child's readng
experierce, aswell asyour own! You canadd excitement, worry or joy to corregpond with whatOs

happening in the story. Y ou may also use facial expressions ard differert voicesfor the characters

Studiesshow childrenlearnbeg whenlearning is enjoyale. Same of the most engagng and
memorable StorytimesweOe experiencedare the result of moving beyond a single reader and
holding a"reacer's theatr" verson.

In reackr's theater, children and adults readthe character parts and a narrator reads the balance
of the story. For instarce, in The Lemonade Story aboy read the part of Nicholas agirl reads the
partof Emily, and adults readthe parts of The Lemaade Man, Mrs. Tightpurse and Mr. Hotcar.

It ismost erjoyable if a prominent adult figure (such a school Principal) reads the part of
the Lemmade Man.

(more on pg. 2)

A contribution from the sale of each book is made to these organizations

in support of their efforts to improve the lives of children: 14 N First Ave 2nd Flr St. Charles, IL 60174 USA
International Cocoa Initative www.cocoainitiative.org 847.429.9100
Alex's Lemonade Stand Foundation www.AlexsLemonade.org www.widespark.com

Lazarus House www.lazarushouseonline.com



Childrenalso erjoy when OpopsOfrom the story areusedto make the readng more OralO.

In The Lemonade Story, the Lemaade Man canwea aleman yellow kerchief or bandana. A pitcher

of lemaade may be provided and Nick canstir the lemonade during the readng. A jar of coins can

be on hand and Emily (or another child) canshake the jarto make the sound notedin the story.
Afterthe story is read lemonade canbe served. . .and adults canprovide a bowl of lemm

wedgesso the children maytage them (and make a funny yellow smile like Nick in the story).

They canalso dip their lemon into abowl of sugar and tage it before and after. . .experiencing the

difference (whichtiesinto the storyline re: how important it is to be nice, rather than sour).

For the OeacerOsheaerOverdon of The Chocolate Story, aboy reads the partof Nicholas a
girl reads the partof Emily, and anadult read the part of the Chocolate Man. It is most erjoyadeif a
prominent adult (with a deepvoice)reads the part of the Chocolate Man. A wooden spoon and small
board makesa greatsound for asmall child whenthe door knocker goesOrhunk, thunk, thunk!Q
And, afterthe story, two platesof chocolate kissesmay be provided (one dark chocolate, one
light/milk chocadlate) so children may make a choice betweenlight and dark (which tiesinto the
storylinere: how importart it isto make good choices.

For the OeacerOsheaerOverdon of The Pillow Story, boys readthe parts of Greyson and
Woody, and agirl reads the part of Bluebelle. The gee® canflaptheir wings, just like in the story.
An adult canplay the part of the homeless man and the gee® canplacea pillow under his head (ard
huddle up next to him). An old bicycle horn makesa greatOlonkerOfor asmall child whenitOgime
to (Honk, honk, honk!O.

Downloadab e coloring pagesand bookmarktemgdatesareavailade on www.chocolategory.net for

The Chocolate Story, The Lemonade Story and The Pillow Story. Coloring pagesand bookmark-
making are greatactvitiesafter the story is reador while the Discussion Quegions areponderedby
the group. A coloring conted canalso be held after the readng, with prizesthattie into the storylines

(including books signedby the author).



