
’
‘	 Dear young friends, your enthusiasm for the Christian 
faith is a sign of hope for the Church that is present and 
active in these lands. In order to give a fuller meaning to 
your youth, follow the Lord Jesus with courage and generosity 
as he knocks on the door of your hearts. Christ asks you to 
welcome him as a friend. May the Lord bless you and bring 
to fulfilment every good plan that you make for your lives! 

— Pope Benedict XVI

W hen our children were young, 
making our lives hectic and 
financially fragile, the song refrain 
“these are the good old days” 

seemed like a joke in an ironic sort of way.

Now that our little kids are big kids and there’s 
yet another generation of little kids romping 
through the house when grandkids come 
visiting, it’s easier to realize the song was right 
in a melancholy sort of way.

Those were the good old days and now they’re 
gone. Those were days of Cub Scouts or soccer, 
of getting everyone reasonably presentable 
and to Sunday Mass on time (or close to it), of 
homework at the kitchen table before dinner, 
of moments of laughter and moments of tears and 
... a full life. It wasn’t a perfect life but a good life 
— a very good life.

We hope we’re old enough now to realize that just 
as those were the good old days, so are these. 
Right here, right now.

Yes, sometimes events and challenges make them 
extraordinary, but for the most part daily life is just 
that: daily life.

As always, there are ups and downs and a few 
sideways.

As always, ordinary time is filled with extraordinary 

blessings and graces.

As always, they’re easy to overlook or dismiss, and 
so it’s easy to overlook the joy and peace that can 
be a part of some very chaotic or seemingly very 
routine family periods.

(When the church talks about “Ordinary Time” 
during the liturgical year, it just means “ordered” 
or “numbered” Sundays, not “blah periods” 
separating spring’s Easter season from fall’s 
Advent season.)

If all of us, nostalgic as we are, don a pair of rose-
colored glasses when we look back, perhaps when 
we try to see the here-and-now we tend to be like 

a person looking at himself or herself in a 
motel mirror under harsh fluorescent lighting. 
(If you’ve ever done this, you know what we 
mean. Yikes! If you’ve never done this, we 
suggest you avoid it. Every facial wrinkle, 
bump, crack and flaw is clearly visible along 
with horrible coloring.)

Neither view is fully accurate. Neither is fully 
wrong. Each is a matter of perspective.

How can you get a better perspective on your 
current family life? A few suggestions:

n For every one worry, thank God for two 
blessings.

n Remember that at times God tests us like 
gold in the furnace (Wis 3:6) and “disciplines” 
(teaches) us like a parent (Heb 12:6). Each action 
has its unpleasant moments, but each gives us 
strength and wisdom and empathy. This might be 
such a time for you or your family.

n Keep in mind that you’ll seldom (if ever) have 
enough time and money simultaneously. It’s 
easy to fall into the if-we-had-more-money trap, 
especially in our consumer-driven society.

n Imagine it’s 10, 20 or more years from now and 
you’re looking back. What do you think you’ll see? 
What do you think you’ll wish you had done or had 
done more often?

The joy of a family’s 
‘ordinary time’
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T he Lemonade Story grew out of 
a case of the old saying, “When 
life gives you lemons, make lem-
onade.”

But first came The Chocolate Story.
In summer of 2006, Rick Moser was unable 

to work for many months following a car ac-
cident. He was, he says, “searching for some-
thing productive to do from home,” and began 
with a commonly-neglected household chore.

“In reorganizing my piles (of paperwork),” 
he says, “I found the basis for The Chocolate 
Story sitting in a file cabinet. It’s based on a 
story the kids and I came up with when walk-
ing in a forest.”

Moser’s daughter, Emily, now 18, had writ-
ten the original story for school. When Mos-
er found her school paper, he thought it was 
good. 

“I fleshed out some of the characters and 
wrote a couple of new endings,” he recalls. “I 
ran the story by some friends and they were 
very encouraging. I picked the preferred end-
ing and hired an illustrator.”

The Chocolate Story became the first of 
what is now a series of four “refreshing little 
fables” full of little lessons of life. Moser of-
ten presents the books to new audiences in 
a readers-theater format, recruiting students 
and adults to read the parts of the characters 
while he narrates.

The Lemonade Story, the second of the R.T. 
Moser series, was presented on July 28 at St. 
Catherine of Genoa Parish in Genoa as part 
of its Vacation Bible School. After a rousing 
time of VBS songs, the kids and camp lead-

ers trooped outside to a shady spot by some 
pine trees where adults and teens presented 
the story.

Father Timothy Seigel, pastor, donned a 
bright yellow kerchief to 
play the Lemonade Man. 
His kindly character fol-
lowed “Mrs. Tightpurse” 
and “Mr. Hotcar” who were 
not so kind. But all had les-
sons to teach the charac-
ters of Emily and Nick who 
made and sold the lemonade 
in the fable.

The VBS leaders then pro-
vided a “lemon-tasting” with 
and without sugar to empha-
size the difference between 
sweet and sour and to give 
the kids a chance to copy 
“Nick’s yellow smile when 
he put a lemon slice over 
his teeth.” Lemon treats and 
lemonade wrapped up the 
story time.

A special guest at this readers-theater was 
the real Nick Moser, now 14, who says he likes 
“to volunteer and help out my dad.” He took 
pictures at the event and also set up a display 
that explained the publishing process. All 
four of Moser’s books are self-published after 
being designed at his business, WideSpark, 
which creates branding and marketing com-

munications. The books’ illustrations come 
from Rex Bohn, a St. Charles artist.

A portion of the proceeds from each book 
sale benefits a particular charity. The Choc-
olate Story benefits the International Co-
coa Initiative to support their efforts to end 
forced child labor and build houses in Ghana, 
Africa. The Lemonade Story benefits the 
Alex’s Lemonade Stand Foundation, which 

raises funds for childhood 
cancer research. The Pil-
low Story benefits Lazarus 
House, a homeless shelter 
in St. Charles where Rick 
now lives. Coming in Oc-
tober will be The Scare-
crow Story, which is being 
launched at the 25th an-
nual Scarecrow Festival in 
St. Charles. That book will 
benefit the Northern Illinois 
Food Bank and a compan-
ion song for the book by Jim 
Green may be part of the 
story on iPad, which Moser 
says is one of the first viable 
electronic means to include 
his books’ illustrations.

Moser was born in Rock-
ford and has lived also in 

Durand and Hampshire before moving to St. 
Charles three years ago. He attended North-
ern Illinois University where he met a Jesuit 
priest who inspired some of the storybook 
characters, including the Lemonade Man, he 
says.

“They (all) teach moral lessons just like 
Aesop’s fables,” he says. “They all include a 

theme of praying for guidance and are Chris-
tian in nature.

“Basically, I pray for guidance and (the sto-
ries) are inspired by the Holy Spirit.”

Sweet and Sour Stories
Fabricating Fables from 
Lemonade and Chocolate

(Observer photos by Amanda Hudson)

Vacation Bible School students react as they taste lemons before they were dipped in sugar.

About the Books
The Chocolate Story, The 

Lemonade Story and The 
Pillow Story are available at 
a few stores, including Elgin 
Books in Elgin, The Little 
Traveler and Graham’s in 
Geneva, and Town House 
Books in St. Charles.

All are available online at 
www.ScarecrowStory.net. 
The books are $8.95 and 
$1 from each book goes to 
its respective charity. The 
Scarecrow Story will also be 
made available on iPad after 
the printed book is released 
in October.

For a readers-theater pre-
sentation, contact Rick Mos-
er at 847/429-9100, info@
chocolatestory.net.

Author Rick Moser reads a part from The Lem-
onade Story at St. Catherine of Genoa Parish.

Family Corner

Prayer for Teachers
Lord God, your spirit of wisdom fills the earth and 

teaches us your ways. 
Look upon our teachers. Let them strive to share 

their knowledge with gentle patience and endeavor 
always to bring the truth to eager minds.

Grant that they may follow Jesus Christ, the way the 
truth, and the life, forever and ever. Amen. 

From “Catholic Household Blessings and Prayers” (USCCB)

Service Idea
School begins soon, and 
not all children have good 
school supplies. Keep 
your eyes open at church 
and in bulletins for places 
to donate some school 
supplies for the kids who 
need them. 
Or check with the Catho-
lic Charities office nearest 
to you, or with homeless 
shelters or food pantries 
in your area. 
And say a prayer for all 
the kids  — and their 
teachers — who will need 
help in school this year.(CNS photo/Nancy Wiechec) 

Father Timothy Seigel reads.

By Dave Crenshaw 
 Catholic News Service

BROKEN ARROW, Okla.—
“We’re not a motorcycle gang, we’re 
a motorcycle ministry,” said Hank 
Stanco, Oklahoma state coordinator 
of the Catholic Cross Bearers Mo-
torcycle Ministry.

Stanco and his wife, Jessica, start-
ed riding motorcycles shortly after 
they married in 1988, and it quickly 
became their favorite pastime. Their 
hobby was put on hold when their 
daughter, Alyx, was born in 1993.

A career change and job transfer 
brought the Stancos to Oklahoma in 
2001, and the cradle Catholics joined 
St. Anne Parish in Broken Arrow.

All three Stancos became active 
in their new church home and in 
community activities. 

In the midst of it all, Stanco said, 
God led them back to motorcycles. 

 “Alyx was old enough to start rid-
ing, so she took a motorcycle safety 
course, and we bought her a bike so 
she could join us.”

The Stancos were back on the 
road. They wanted to merge their 
hobby with their first love, the 
church, so they joined the Christian 
Motorcyclists Association.

“They’re really wonderful people, 
and we have — and will in the fu-
ture — attended their events, but 
there are theological differences,” 
Stanco said. “So I started looking 
on the Internet for something more 
Catholic.”

That was in the summer of 2009. 
Stanco’s Internet search quickly 
landed him on the Web site of the 
Catholic Cross Bearers Motorcycle 
Ministry, founded just a few months 
earlier by Eric “Shotgun” Wardrum, 
who had just finished serving 18 
years for murder in an Ohio prison.

“I e-mailed him about starting an 
Oklahoma chapter,” Stanco said. “I 
believed that his return to the church 
was genuine. He realized the extent 
of his sin, and since his release he 
had become very active in his local 
parish.”

In the fall of 2008, Wardrum 
founded the Catholic Cross Bearers, 
and a year later the Stancos became 
the second, third and fourth mem-
bers of the organization. Today, 
the growing ministry has mem-
bers in Oklahoma, Ohio, Iowa, Il-
linois, Pennsylvania, New York and 
Maine.

The Stancos wear their leather 
vests with the purple-and-white 
patches of the Catholic Cross Bear-
ers on the back to as many events as 
possible. 

Whenever they ride or attend an 
event, they carry what Jessica Stan-
co calls “evangelist packets,” which 
include a rosary and a brochure 
explaining who the Catholic Cross 
Bearers are and what they do.

“Our main goal is evangelism,” 
she said. “Whenever we walk into 
an event wearing our colors, people 
start asking questions and, you’re 
there. The rest is easy. It’s making 
that initial contact that’s hard some-
times.”

Love of Cycles, Catholic Faith Make Family Ministry

(CNS photo/Dave Crenshaw, Eastern Oklahoma Catholic)

Hank and Jessica Stanco chat with their daughter, Alyx, on a 
road in rural Oklahoma. Founders of the Oklahoma Chapter of 
the Catholic Cross Bearers Motorcycle Ministry, they are look-
ing to expand the evangelization effort throughout the state. 

On the Web: Catholic Cross Bearers Motorcycle Ministry, www.catholiccrossbearersmm.com
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